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Dear Parents, 

The school year has already gotten off to a very fast start, with back to school night, the start of fall 
sports and even picture day behind us already!  

And there are a lot of upcoming events that you’ll need to know about. More on that later.  

First, I want to talk about Mini-Grants, the PTSA’s funding vehicle for programs to enrich our 
students’ educational experiences at Sligo Middle School. Remember me talking your ears off at 
Back to School Night about how we want to “go big” with this program this year? The PTSA 
budgeted $7,000, and as of this week we announced awards of $3,500 of that money to some great 
programs offered by Sligo’s staff. Here’s a quick rundown of the amazing programs we are funding 
this fall: 

Visual Arts Nights: Fun movie nights for the whole family; the movies are related to what the 
students are learning in class. Students will increase background knowledge over material tied into 
the curriculum and therefore score higher on assessments. Pizza too! 

TIME for Kids for BEST Classes: Weekly current events magazines to students for reading 
during morning BEST block. The TFK readings and accompanying activities align with the 
Common Core Curriculum. 

Accessible to All: Materials for continuous academic and art lessons for students in the School 
Community Based Program (SCB). This program serves students with mild/moderate to severe and 
profound disabilities and emphasizes individualized instruction.  

Gift Cards to Students: Following the end of each quarter or around PARCC testing in the Spring, 
students will earn their way into a raffle. The winner(s) of the raffle will receive gift card(s). The 
cards will be used as an incentive to get additional students working hard towards the honor roll, 
straight A’s, getting to class on time, etc. 

After School Skate Club: Provides students with skateboard materials to create their own boards. 
The program motivates students to use math skills, design skills, and creativity. Students keep their 
boards for use at home only. 

Creating a Passion for French: DVDs will support the material in students’ textbooks. DVDs 
promote motivation and engage and inspire all types of learners in the French classes. 

The iTest Project: In collaboration with the 7th grade World Studies teachers, this will help 
provide differentiated and interactive web-based assessment for all students enrolled in the World 
Studies 7th grade course. Teachers help prepare students for academic success by designing 
differentiated testing material that will meet the needs of all students including Special Ed, ESOL, 



GT, and General Education. This project will also help align assessment questions to common core 
standards and determine which standards need more instructional attention to increase student 
achievement in World Studies. 

Math Olympic Team: Prepare students for math competitions with other schools.  It will bring 
positive attention to the school by its performance in these competitions. 

Medieval Times 7th Grade Field Trip: The 7th grade class will attend Medieval Times and learn 
about this historic time through food and entertainment. Students attending this trip tend to score 
higher on their unit assessment covering the medieval time period. 

New Tablets for Physical Education Teachers: The tablets will incorporate technology into the 
classroom and match what other schools in the county are doing: Teachers use different apps for 
roll call and assessments. They promote literacy in the gym and encourage higher-level thinking. 
Teachers can use apps to photograph a student performing a drill and then evaluate that 
performance, make teams based on skill levels.  

National Constitution Center, Independence Hall and Liberty Bell Philadelphia 8th Grade 
Field Trip: Students will visit these sites to view “Freedom Rising” and have the opportunity to 
engage in hands-on activities supporting the 8th grade study of the U.S. Constitution. 

Career Day: This program gives students the opportunity to hear from multiple speakers regarding 
career choices and participate in a motivational assembly.  At the end of the day, all students will 
reflect on the day and write thank-you notes to the presenters. 

The PTSA’s fundraising effort this year is to raise money to cover the costs of the Mini-Grant 
program. That’s why we are asking you to contribute to the Mini-Grants fund. No amount of 
money is too small, or too large. And as the Sligo Middle School PTSA is a charitable 
organization, all donations are tax-deductible.  

And we’re going to conduct another Mini-Grant program in the spring, shortly after the Winter 
Break. So come on down and help Sligo Middle School! We’ve got so many talented teachers and 
staff who are finding creative, meaningful ways to help our students succeed. Let’s all be part of that 
effort! 

OK, I promised you more on some upcoming things that you need to know about: 

October 14: Sligo Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month: 7 p.m., Sligo Cafeteria. Come down to 
enjoy some amazing food, see the award-winning Latino Dance team from Einstein High School, 
and hear from great speakers! Fun for the whole family! 

October 15: Sligo Dines Out (or at least Goes Out For Ice Cream) after the fall 
choral/orchestra/band concert! We’re going to the Baskin-Robbins on 10592 Metropolitan Ave, 
Kensington, MD 20895, right near Plyers Mill Road, after the concert ends. Come out to celebrate 
our musicians and singers! Sixth grade families are invited too! 

See you all at next week’s events!  



 

Mary O’Driscoll, PTSA President, 2014-15 

Mom of Ellen and Meghan Plumart, 8th graders 

 


